
This Presentation has been adapted 

from a presentation of 

Al German
Orange County Flight Center

by the 

Southern California Airspace 

Users Working Group
Education Subcommittee

LA Basin Hot Spots



What you are about to see é

The Los Angeles basis represents one of the most complex airspace areas in the 

world; the result of a combination of factors not found anyplace else. The basin is 

geographically constrained mountains to the north and east and ocean to the west 

and south. Between 13 and 15 million people live in this area; one of the largest 

population centers in the world.  Year-round good-flying weather has generated one 

of the largest centers of aviation users in the country ïfrom beginning student pilots 

and the schools that support them; to airlines and the highly trained air transport 

pilots flying hundreds of thousands of passengers a day into and out of the basin. In 

addition, there is a wide range of military operations; air taxi services; commercial 

operators; emergency, police, fire, and media operations; and the largest collection 

of private aircraft in the U.S. all operating within the basin confines.

SCAUWG has identified 10 major HotSpots within the basin; areas that regularly 

create high volumes of TCAS alerts, near misses, and the majority of occasional air-

to-air incidents.  Members of the SCAUWG team provide seminars on Flight Safety 

in the basin.  The following slides are extracted from that presentation and identify 

each of the 10 in-air HotSpots.  
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TERRAIN

The Los Angeles basin is truly surrounded by mountains; fairly imposing mountains in fact. Even within the 
basin, there are ranges of imposing hills.  


