
About Pat Carey, the Co-Founder 

SCAUWG Co-Founder Pat Carey continues to work with dedicated effort to affect the changes 
needed in the Southern California Airspace that will help to insure a safer environment for all. 

Pat began flying at the Hawthorne Airport, Hawthorne, California in 1963 obtaining a 
Commercial Pilot certificate in 1966. He entered the US Army in 1967 and attended the Army 
Rotary Wing Warrant Officer Flight School. He served in Viet Nam as a helicopter gunship pilot 
in the First Air Cavalry Division earning the Bronze Star and 38 Air Medals. A direct 
commission to First Lieutenant followed, and he continued his military career serving as a 
Flight Instructor, Artillery Unit Commander, General’s Aide and as an aviation maintenance test 
pilot. Staff and command assignments including Command of Libby Army Airfield, Fort 
Huachuca, Arizona. 

In 1987 he retired as a Fixed and Rotary wing Master Aviator and resumed his civilian aviation 
career at the Northrop Aircraft Company as a Corporate Pilot and Test Pilot. However that was 
only the start of his accomplishments.  His career biography is EXTENSIVE!  Probably no one 
knows more about the SoCal airspace than Pat, who gained additional years of experience 
flying as a corporate ATP rated jet pilot, a helicopter check pilot, a senior FAA DPE, or as top 
level management with a variety of A-list aviation companies.  He brings all his vast experience 
to SCAUWG. 

As of April 29th 2019 Pat Carey has began his newest challenge as an inspector with the FAA. 
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