Meeting Agenda – August 31, 2026

I present this as the  FAA Safety Team (FAAST) Representative at the Santa Maria Airport. This is a volunteer position I have held for the last 35+ years. It is not political, nor am I. I am advocating only for aviation safety and answering to the FAA. After 37 years of active involvement with SMX, I recently relocated an hour away to Cayucos. Though I still have a hangar and airplane at SMX I am not able to spend nearly as much time on site. Ultimately, I will be relocating the airplane to Paso Robles and give up my hangar here. There are several issues that continue to be of great concern. I would like to feel confident that they will still be addressed and resolved.



Run Up Area
There is no longer an appropriate defined runup area on the north side of Runway 30.
This has been an RSAT action item for several years
Issue was recently discussed at RSAT meeting in March 2026
Acknowledged to be #1 item of importance
No action plan
Issue was again discussed at the Pilot/Controller Forum in June 2026
Airport staff said they would come up with a plan
Subsequently a preliminary map was presented to me, by airport staff, with several areas identified as possible for run up immediately before takeoff, and I expressed my approval.
I offered to share it with the necessary agencies (FAA and ATC).
I have not seen it since, and no action has been taken that I am aware of. 



Runway 2/20
Runway length was reduced by 1000 feet four years ago. 
The change has been repeatedly announced on NOTAMS which are by definition “temporary” notices to pilots.
This change is not yet identified on aeronautical charts. This means that local and visiting pilots are not necessarily aware of the change. This can impact their ability to make safe and appropriate flight planning decisions.




Advisory Circular
Because of staffing shortages, the hours of tower operation have been reduced.
Pilots need to be aware of this change, as there are different operating procedures required when landing or taking off at a non-towered field.
In July I communicated with the Operations Manager at the airport and asked that the local pilots/hangar tenants be advised of this change and the necessary adaptations. I provided the relevant FAA document. I offered that, once approved, I could write up the email for the office to send out for distribution.
He agreed it was a good idea and said he could get that information out.
No further action has been taken that I am aware of.



Communication
Improved communication between airport personnel and local pilots would go a long way toward making this a safer airport and a more positive resource for the community.


